
Contact us:

info@boortbric.net www.boortbric.net.au5455 2716

EDITION 255 APRIL 2026

SERVING OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY

Page 1

A huge congratulations to Boort local Vikki Couper, one of six outstanding AV women
recognised in this year’s The Council of Ambulance Authorities Women in Ambulance

Honour Roll
The awards highlight incredible women in ambulance services across Australia, New

Zealand and Papua New Guinea and look to empower and inspire future generations to
step into ambulance careers and progress into leadership roles.

Congratulations Vikki Couper
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BOORT RESOURCE AND 
INFORMATION CENTRE

BRIC is a public institution which has the charitable purpose of advancing social and public welfare by:

(1)      Advancing mental health and preventing social isolation;
(2)     Providing a physical location where it supports individuals to undertake
           activities, access resources, further education, or work on projects, in the
           company of others.
 

OUR PURPOSE
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Chairperson:                            Donna Doyle
Incorporation Secretary:       Meredith Thompson
Treasurer:                                 Raymond Stomann
Minutes Secretary:                 Jacinta Sutton

General Members:                  Jane Hosking 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

BRIC STAFF
Manager:                                  Anna Beamish
Co-ordinator:                           Bronwyn Camm
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Community News
Whats happening in our community 

BOORT OP SHOP
There has been a great clothing and shoes sale at the Op shop this month, to clear out summer
stock in preparation for the changeover to Autumn & Winter stock.
Once we do the changeover, the summer stock is re-directed to a Melbourne based company
that collects our excess items and re-distributes them.

In the next month, we'll be down-sizing our “Tween” range, i.e., young Tweens clothing from
sizes 10 – 14, due to slow sales in this department.
 
Easter is a fabulous time in Boort; with once again another influx of visitors to our region. 
The Op Shop is always a popular place for visitors and we enjoy hearing their stories, and of
course, the money they spend locally.
 
The Op Shop will be having their usual “Easter Egg basket”, raffle. A great prize to win,
particularly if you are going to spend Easter with family & friends. 

Once again, a huge “Shout Out” to the volunteers @ the Op Shop. Our volunteers contribute
many hours to making our little shop so successful. 
To the volunteers that give their time every Thursday with sorting/pricing & merchandising, to
the countless volunteers that take home baskets full of ironing to ensure our clothes are
presented in prestige condition, and to those that take home “soiled” clothes to wash & remove
stains etc. we are very grateful. Also, the ladies that take home items to be repaired by their
husbands/partners to ensure we can sell these items, thank you.
 
Have a Happy Easter everyone and hopefully you are able to spend it with family & friends to
create memories.
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BOORT INDOOR BIAS BOWLS CLUB

Page 4

Boort Indoor Bias Bowls Club opened it’s 2026 season on Thursday 12th March. 
Play will continue on a Thursday night (6.45pm for 7pm) in the Memorial Hall function
room, through until September.
Anyone is welcome to come along and have a try. 
Give President Allen Stringer (0427 552 163) or Secretary Ian Potter (0427 554 252) a call
for further information.
Pictured, are Denise McDougal opening the season with the first roll of the kitty whilst Ian
Potter bowled the first bowl.
Looking forward to welcoming a new-comer or two.

 Denise McDougal
opening the

season with the
first roll of the kitty

 Ian Potter 
bowled the first

bowl.



BOORT BOWLS CLUB
ABOUT BOORT APRIL 2026

The Boort Ladies held their Annual Invitation Day on Thursday 12th. March. It was very well attended
with Clubs from Wedderburn, St. Arnaud C. Club, St, Arnaud, Charlton, Donald, Kerang Golf, Kerang,
Birchip, Cohuna Golf, Calivil, Pyramid Hill, Inglewood, Harcourt and Boort all supporting our tournament.
 
The day commenced with a Roll to the Ditch.

Winners - 
Lead - Noelene Brown - Cohuna Golf.
Second - Sarah Polack - Boort.
Third - Sue Nelson - Boort.
Skip - Lois Dennis - Calivil.
 

Fan the Cards -
Lead - Carol Pay - Kerang Golf.
Second - Jean Sutherland - Cohuna Golf.
Third - Marianne Doyle - Harcourt.
Skip - Gayle Teasdale - Kerang.
 

Runners - Up - Joan Earl's Team - Boort - 83 Points.

Winners - Lindy Morgan's Team - Donald - 84 Points.
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Winners - L-R. 
Lindy Morgan, Norm Hollis, Ian McEwen, Marg. Kelly 
-Donald.

Runners - Up - L-R. 
Joan Earl, Sue Nelson, Sarah Polack, Pam Gould
- Boort.

Thursday night bowls
has finished.

Members are still travelling the District to many tournaments with a composite team of Wayne Keenan
(Boort) Dale McCallum (Charlton) and Sue Nelson (Boort) having a win at Donald and Thelma Moresi,
Wayne Keenan, Sue Nelson and Sarah Polack having a win at the Wedderburn tournament.
Now that the pennant season has finished Club Members are busy playing many Club events.

The Club's wind-up night and presentations of trophies to Club event winners will be held on Sunday
19th. April. Further details of this evening will be put on the Club's noticed board.
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BOORT CROQUET CLUB

Page 6

On the 14th and 15th March Boort Lakeside Croquet Club held their annual Golf Croquet
Tournament. This year was their biggest tournament yet with sixty – eight players
competing in three levels in the Singles resulting in at least one playoff for each level. A
great deal of work went into making six extra croquet courts on the tennis courts to
enable this to happen. Entries came from all over Victoria and Southern New South
Wales. Saturday’s weather was magnificent and some particularly good croquet was
enjoyed by all.

Level 3 Singles winner was Mark James (Golden Square) and runner-up was Nigel Gaul
(Golden Square)
The Saturday night dinner was enjoyed by all; the Catering Committee served seventy-
five delicious meals. 

Level 1 
Singles winner – (Pictured)

Jeff Gork (Ballarat Western) 

Runner up - John Young (Mooroopna)

Level 2 
Singles winner – (Pictured)
Phil Hensman (Red Cliffs)

Runner up - Andrew Whitchurch (Mildura)
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Overall, it was a highly successful tournament, and we thank our wonderful sponsors Boort Grain
Co-op, Loddon Shire, and Bendigo Community Bank Charlton for their support. We are also
extremely grateful to the Boort Tennis Club for the use of their courts and facilities over the
weekend. 

The raffle was won by Julie Puttick with second prize going to Pam Gould, thank you to all who
bought tickets to support our club.

Section 5 runners-up - (Pictured)

Denise McDougal (Boort)
and Robyn Devlin (Horsham)

The weather on Sunday for the doubles was a bit warmer; there were six levels all hotly
contested with the Section one players so competitive that they were late finishing.

Section 1       Winners – Ian Potter (Boort) and Glenda Kelly (Echuca Moama)
                       Runners -up – Daryl Henderson (Boort) and Paul Allen (Castlemaine)

Section 2      Winners – John Alstin (Echuca Moama) and Lorraine Powell (Mildura)
                       Runners-up Paul Olsen (Terang) and Sharon Cook (Ballarat Alexandra)

Section 3      Winners- Allen Breen (Golden Square) and Cathy Charleworth (Swan Hill)
                       Runners-up – Ian Pitt (Ballarat Western) and Anne Arnold (Ballarat Alexandra)

Section 4      Winners - Andrew Whitchurch (Mildura) and Jenny Vander Zande (Echuca Moama)
                       Runners-up - Gayle Deary (Quarry Hill) and Lyn Breen (Golden Square)

Section 5      Winners – Tony Brand (Sandringham) and Allan Whitchurch (Mildura)
                       Runners-up – Denise McDougal (Boort) and Robyn Devlin (Horsham)

Section 6      Winners- Peter Granland (Ballarat Western) and John Graham (Echuca Moama)
                       Runners-up – Christine Eldridge (Terang) and Denise Hoffmaier (Ballarat Alexandra)
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What’s on ABOUT BOORT APRIL 2026

Keep updated on what is coming up in Boort
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Goldfields Librarian visit 
every week  10am - 12pm at BRIC

Boort Tourism & Development  
1  Monday of the month, st

7.30pm at BRIC
New members welcome and encouraged 

Amity 
women's service club
enjoy a meal & friendship 
2  &  4  Tuesday of the month at 6:30pm  nd th

Enquiries 0427 409 079

Boort Bookies Book Club 
informal book chat over supper 
4  Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm th

all welcome 
Enquiries to Leah 0419 399 228  

Social Croquet 
8.30 am  December to 4 April 2026
inclusive
New players welcome 
$5 for non-members 
Boort Lakeside Croquet Club

Senior Citizens lunch 
3  Wednesday of the month from 11:30am rd

$12 
Put your name on list on IGA noticeboard
Boort Senior Citizens Club

Playgroup 
every Friday of school term 
new members welcome 
9:30-11am 
Boort Senior Citizens Club

Boort Court House Museum 
every Friday 
2-4pm 
Boort Court House (opposite IGA)

Social Croquet 
8.30 am  December to 4 April 2026
inclusive
New players welcome 
$5 for non-members 
Boort Lakeside Croquet Club

Parkrun 
7:45am gather for 8am start 
Free 
Walk or run 
Nolens Park

Storytime 
stories, songs and rhymes for kids under 5
Fortnightly on Thursdays. (School terms)
FREE 10:30-11am at BRIC  

Goldfields Librarian visit 
every week  10am - 12pm at BRIC

Indoor bias bowls 
6:45pm for 7pm start at Boort Memorial Hall
new players welcome 
$5 non members (free 1  week) st

Rummikin  
a tile-based game that combines 
Rummy with Mahjong 
2nd Thursday of the month at BRIC
1:30-3:30pm  $2  New players welcome 

REGULARS
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Statement - Federal Government childcare/early years announcement

Published on 26 February 2026

Loddon Shire Council notes the recent announcement by the Federal Government in
relation to early years education in Victoria, and specifically that the $5 million election
pledge for services in the shire will go towards the already-operating Wedderburn
facility.

This announcement has caught Council by surprise, with no prior consultation or
warning.

Council made representations on behalf of our community in Canberra last year as to
the best use of this funding, but disappointingly this has clearly been ignored with this
announcement.

This much-needed funding has instead gone towards a State Government-run facility
which is already open and operating, still leaving Loddon Shire a childcare desert.

Loddon Shire is a community of communities, each with their own distinctive needs. As
Council has pointed out to State and Federal Governments many times previously, many
of these communities are childcare/early education deserts.

They deserve more and ignoring these service gaps risks putting our youngest residents
further behind their peers in other areas.

We are also disappointed in the process which has led to this announcement, which we
believe is a failure of governance. Council has not been kept informed during this
process until a decision was made.

Our communities, who were looking forward to a result which would benefit local
families, will be equally disappointed.

Council stands willing to help both Federal and State Government ensure that we can
ease the pressure on them and future residents of one of Australia’s most productive
agricultural areas - an area which has huge potential, but which needs to be backed up
with the types of services that will attract new residents and encourage those already
here to stay.

We would welcome the opportunity to further discuss the needs of Loddon Shire’s
children.
They deserve nothing less.
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Want to see your business or
event advertised here?  

Send details through to BRIC
info@bricboort.net
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	Congratulations Vikki Couper
	A huge congratulations to Boort local Vikki Couper, one of six outstanding AV women recognised in this year’s The Council of Ambulance Authorities Women in Ambulance Honour Roll The awards highlight incredible women in ambulance services across Australia, New Zealand and Papua New Guinea and look to empower and inspire future generations to step into ambulance careers and progress into leadership roles.
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	Community News
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	BOORT OP SHOP
	There has been a great clothing and shoes sale at the Op shop this month, to clear out summer stock in preparation for the changeover to Autumn & Winter stock. Once we do the changeover, the summer stock is re-directed to a Melbourne based company that collects our excess items and re-distributes them.
	In the next month, we'll be down-sizing our “Tween” range, i.e., young Tweens clothing from sizes 10 – 14, due to slow sales in this department.
	Easter is a fabulous time in Boort; with once again another influx of visitors to our region.  The Op Shop is always a popular place for visitors and we enjoy hearing their stories, and of course, the money they spend locally.
	The Op Shop will be having their usual “Easter Egg basket”, raffle. A great prize to win, particularly if you are going to spend Easter with family & friends.
	Once again, a huge “Shout Out” to the volunteers @ the Op Shop. Our volunteers contribute many hours to making our little shop so successful.  To the volunteers that give their time every Thursday with sorting/pricing & merchandising, to the countless volunteers that take home baskets full of ironing to ensure our clothes are presented in prestige condition, and to those that take home “soiled” clothes to wash & remove stains etc. we are very grateful. Also, the ladies that take home items to be repaired by their husbands/partners to ensure we can sell these items, thank you.
	Have a Happy Easter everyone and hopefully you are able to spend it with family & friends to create memories.
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	BOORT INDOOR BIAS BOWLS CLUB
	Boort Indoor Bias Bowls Club opened it’s 2026 season on Thursday 12th March.  Play will continue on a Thursday night (6.45pm for 7pm) in the Memorial Hall function room, through until September. Anyone is welcome to come along and have a try.  Give President Allen Stringer (0427 552 163) or Secretary Ian Potter (0427 554 252) a call for further information. Pictured, are Denise McDougal opening the season with the first roll of the kitty whilst Ian Potter bowled the first bowl. Looking forward to welcoming a new-comer or two.
	Denise McDougal opening the season with the first roll of the kitty
	Ian Potter  bowled the first bowl.
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	BOORT BOWLS CLUB
	Winners - L-R.  Lindy Morgan, Norm Hollis, Ian McEwen, Marg. Kelly  -Donald.
	Runners - Up - L-R.  Joan Earl, Sue Nelson, Sarah Polack, Pam Gould - Boort.
	Thursday night bowls has finished.
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	BOORT CROQUET CLUB
	On the 14th and 15th March Boort Lakeside Croquet Club held their annual Golf Croquet Tournament. This year was their biggest tournament yet with sixty – eight players competing in three levels in the Singles resulting in at least one playoff for each level. A great deal of work went into making six extra croquet courts on the tennis courts to enable this to happen. Entries came from all over Victoria and Southern New South Wales. Saturday’s weather was magnificent and some particularly good croquet was enjoyed by all.
	Level 2  Singles winner – (Pictured) Phil Hensman (Red Cliffs)
	Runner up - Andrew Whitchurch (Mildura)
	Level 1  Singles winner – (Pictured) Jeff Gork (Ballarat Western)
	Runner up - John Young (Mooroopna)
	Level 3 Singles winner was Mark James (Golden Square) and runner-up was Nigel Gaul (Golden Square) The Saturday night dinner was enjoyed by all; the Catering Committee served seventy-five delicious meals.
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	The weather on Sunday for the doubles was a bit warmer; there were six levels all hotly contested with the Section one players so competitive that they were late finishing.
	Section 1       Winners – Ian Potter (Boort) and Glenda Kelly (Echuca Moama)                        Runners -up – Daryl Henderson (Boort) and Paul Allen (Castlemaine)
	Section 2      Winners – John Alstin (Echuca Moama) and Lorraine Powell (Mildura)                        Runners-up Paul Olsen (Terang) and Sharon Cook (Ballarat Alexandra)
	Section 3      Winners- Allen Breen (Golden Square) and Cathy Charleworth (Swan Hill)                        Runners-up – Ian Pitt (Ballarat Western) and Anne Arnold (Ballarat Alexandra)
	Section 4      Winners - Andrew Whitchurch (Mildura) and Jenny Vander Zande (Echuca Moama)                        Runners-up - Gayle Deary (Quarry Hill) and Lyn Breen (Golden Square)
	Section 5      Winners – Tony Brand (Sandringham) and Allan Whitchurch (Mildura)                        Runners-up – Denise McDougal (Boort) and Robyn Devlin (Horsham)
	Section 6      Winners- Peter Granland (Ballarat Western) and John Graham (Echuca Moama)                        Runners-up – Christine Eldridge (Terang) and Denise Hoffmaier (Ballarat Alexandra)
	Section 5 runners-up - (Pictured)
	Denise McDougal (Boort) and Robyn Devlin (Horsham)
	Overall, it was a highly successful tournament, and we thank our wonderful sponsors Boort Grain Co-op, Loddon Shire, and Bendigo Community Bank Charlton for their support. We are also extremely grateful to the Boort Tennis Club for the use of their courts and facilities over the weekend.
	The raffle was won by Julie Puttick with second prize going to Pam Gould, thank you to all who bought tickets to support our club.
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	REGULARS
	Monday
	Goldfields Librarian visit  every week  10am - 12pm at BRIC
	Boort Tourism & Development   1st Monday of the month,  7.30pm at BRIC New members welcome and encouraged

	Tuesday
	Boort Bookies Book Club  informal book chat over supper  4th Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm  all welcome  Enquiries to Leah 0419 399 228
	Amity  women's service club enjoy a meal & friendship  2nd &  4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30pm   Enquiries 0427 409 079
	Wednesday
	Senior Citizens lunch  3rd Wednesday of the month from 11:30am  $12  Put your name on list on IGA noticeboard Boort Senior Citizens Club
	Social Croquet  8.30 am  December to 4 April 2026 inclusive New players welcome  $5 for non-members  Boort Lakeside Croquet Club

	Thursday
	Goldfields Librarian visit  every week  10am - 12pm at BRIC
	Storytime  stories, songs and rhymes for kids under 5 Fortnightly on Thursdays. (School terms) FREE 10:30-11am at BRIC
	Indoor bias bowls  6:45pm for 7pm start at Boort Memorial Hall new players welcome  $5 non members (free 1st week)
	Rummikin   a tile-based game that combines  Rummy with Mahjong  2nd Thursday of the month at BRIC 1:30-3:30pm  $2  New players welcome

	Friday
	Playgroup  every Friday of school term  new members welcome  9:30-11am  Boort Senior Citizens Club
	Boort Court House Museum  every Friday  2-4pm  Boort Court House (opposite IGA)

	Saturday
	Parkrun  7:45am gather for 8am start  Free  Walk or run  Nolens Park
	Social Croquet  8.30 am  December to 4 April 2026 inclusive New players welcome  $5 for non-members  Boort Lakeside Croquet Club
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	Loddon Shire Council notes the recent announcement by the Federal Government in relation to early years education in Victoria, and specifically that the $5 million election pledge for services in the shire will go towards the already-operating Wedderburn facility.
	This announcement has caught Council by surprise, with no prior consultation or warning.
	Council made representations on behalf of our community in Canberra last year as to the best use of this funding, but disappointingly this has clearly been ignored with this announcement.
	This much-needed funding has instead gone towards a State Government-run facility which is already open and operating, still leaving Loddon Shire a childcare desert.
	Loddon Shire is a community of communities, each with their own distinctive needs. As Council has pointed out to State and Federal Governments many times previously, many of these communities are childcare/early education deserts.
	They deserve more and ignoring these service gaps risks putting our youngest residents further behind their peers in other areas.
	We are also disappointed in the process which has led to this announcement, which we believe is a failure of governance. Council has not been kept informed during this process until a decision was made.
	Our communities, who were looking forward to a result which would benefit local families, will be equally disappointed.
	Council stands willing to help both Federal and State Government ensure that we can ease the pressure on them and future residents of one of Australia’s most productive agricultural areas - an area which has huge potential, but which needs to be backed up with the types of services that will attract new residents and encourage those already here to stay.
	We would welcome the opportunity to further discuss the needs of Loddon Shire’s children. They deserve nothing less.
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